
 

ISTEP+: Grade 3 

English/Language Arts 

Released Items and Scoring Notes 



Page 2 of 18 
 

  

Writing Prompt 

Standard 5: Writing Applications 

Standard 6: Language Conventions 
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English/Language Arts  

Constructed-Response Items 

 

Session three, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows 

the students to demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of narrative or informational 

text. The reading comprehension task consists of one passage and several constructed-response 

(CR) questions. Because this is a reading comprehension task, all the information students need 

to answer the questions correctly is in the text. All responses should be based on information 

from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. The following pages show the 

CR questions.  

 

An example of a top-score response is given for each CR question.  The top-score response 

demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two 

points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students 

typically use in their responses to receive two points. 

 

 
 
 

English/Language Arts 

2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric 

 

2 points  Proficient  
The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is 

text-based and relevant to the task.  

1 point  Partially Proficient  
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the 

information may be too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.  

0 point  Not Proficient  
The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains 

information that is inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.  
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 3: Reading Comprehension & Analysis of Literary Text 

 

Question 1 
 

 

Top-Score Response: 

The squirrel’s main problem is that the crow would not help her with the planting.  She solved it 

by plowing the field, planting the seeds, hoeing the weeds, harvesting the grain, and bringing it 

to market all by herself. At the end of the story, she did not give any of money to the crow when 

he asked for his share because he had done nothing to help earn it. 

 

Note: The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support  

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students    

typically use in their responses to receive two points. 
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 3: Reading Comprehension & Analysis of Literary Text 

 

Question 2 

 

 

Top-Score Response: 

I would describe the squirrel as hardworking because she plowed the fields, planted the seeds, 

pulled the weeds, harvested the grain and took it to market all by herself. The squirrel is kind 

because she gave the crow many chances to help with the field work. In the end, she is fair 

because she did not give crow any money since he did not help her with any of the work.   

 

Note: The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students  

typically use in their responses to receive two points. 
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 3: Reading Comprehension & Analysis of Literary Text 

 

Question 3 

 

 

Top-Score Responses: 

The author wants us to learn that if we want something, we have to work for it; we can’t expect others to 

do everything for us. The squirrel did all of the work to grow the wheat without any help from the crow, 

but the crow still expected the squirrel to share the money she brought home from the market. The author 

doesn’t want us to be lazy like the crow, who was surprised and disappointed when the squirrel did not 

give him any money. 

 

Note: The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students    

typically use in their responses to receive two points. 
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Extended-Response 

Standard 5: Writing Applications 

Standard 6: Language Conventions 

 
Question 4 
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